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Promoting trade and investment ties 

Secretary-led trade mission to Gulf region (2014) 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates 
21 U.S. companies 
Construction, architecture and design, infrastructure, engineering 
Regional vision of more sustainable development lauded 
Shared vision, partnership and support 

 
 United States’ commitment to a sustained economic partnership in the 

Gulf region 
 

 Secretary Pritzker hosts Qatari delegation in Washington, D.C. (2015) 

 Reaffirmed U.S. desire to strengthen ties and boost private sector 
activities that support local and regional visions in the Gulf 

 Major projects, infrastructure, built environment, FIFA 2022 
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International Trade Administration 

Creating the conditions in which  
international trade can flourish 
 

 Key role of standards in facilitating trade 
 
 Impact of buildings on shared vision and priorities 
 
 Innovations in green construction codes referencing existing 

international standards for sustainable construction 
 
 Opportunities to collaborate 

 
Creating an environment 

in which the world’s best products, technologies and services 
can be available to empower local solutions 

 



 Multi-year Program 

 Conferences, workshops, training and engagement in 
standards and code development activities 

 Sharing information, existing resources and consensus 
best practices relevant to priority challenges 

 Activities in the Gulf region and in the United States 
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Standards and Codes for Sustainable Construction Project 

ITA’s Market Development Cooperator Program 
 

Cooperative Partnership 



ITA Collaborative Approach 
Energy Efficiency in the Built Environment 

ITA-led Project 

• 21 APEC member 
economies 

• Focal areas: 
 Green Building Codes 

 Building Information 
Modeling 

• 4 expert workshops 

• Multiple deliverables 
 Expert studies and tools 

Key Deliverables Include: 

Best practice study:   
foundation elements of 
a successful green 
building code 

- Development 

- Implementation 

- Enforcement 

- Evolution 
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Project: The Role of Standards and Conformity Assessment in 
Increasing the Performance of the Commercial Building Sector 

Supports APEC Leaders shared vision  
to reduce APEC’s energy intensity by 45% by 2035. 



Green Code Infrastructure Guide 
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Flexible Framework Document 
 Audience:  policymakers, regulators, industry actors and green building advocates 
 Recognizes goals and drivers for green building are region-specific 
 Identifies “driver-neutral” components of green building code support 

 What is needed in the marketplace to support effective green building code 
policy 

 Best practice-based, with examples of actual strategies 

Green Code Infrastructure Guide 

Development The elements and actors typically required for effective green 
code development 

Implementation Three phases: (1) New/updated code release, (2) Mid-code 
cycle, (3) Code revisions 

Enforcement Resources and activities that encourage and discourage code 
enforcement 

Evolution How green codes can be updated and improved over time 

Next Steps Template to help users identify gaps in existing infrastructure 
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Published May 1, 2015 
by 

APEC 
Subcommittee on Standards  

and Conformance 
 

Available at 
www.inserturl.org 
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